of spiritual casuistry, but it is signally unfitted for the
comprehension of a child. Suddenly by my flushing up with
anger and saying, 1O how I do hate that Law,' my Father
perceived, and paused in amazement to perceive, that I
took the Law to be a person of malignant temper from whose
cruel bondage, and from whose intolerable tyranny and un-
fairness, some excellent person was crying out to be delivered.
I wished to hit Law with my fist, for being so mean and
unreasonable.

Upon this, of course, it was necessary to reopen the whole
line of exposition. My Father, without realizing it, had been
talking on his own level, not on mine, and now he conde-
scended to me. But without very great success. The melodious
language, the divine forensic audacities, the magnificent ebb
and flow of argument which make the 'Epistle to the Hebrews'
such a miracle, were far and away beyond my reach, and they
only bewildered me. Some evangelical children of my genera-
tion, I understand, were brought up on a work called 'Line
upon Line: Here a Little, and there a Little'.10 My Father's
ambition would not submit to anything suggested by such a
title as that, and he committed, from his own point of view, a
fatal mistake when he sought to build spires and battlements
without having been at the pains to settle a foundation beneath
them.

We were not always reading the 'Epistle to the Hebrews*,
however; not always was my flesh being made to creep by
having it insisted upon that 'almost all things are by the Law
purged with blood, and without blood is no remission of sin*.
In our lighter moods, we turned to the 'Book of Revelation',
and chased the phantom of Popery through its fuliginous pages.
My Father, I think, missed my Mother's company almost more
acutely in his researches into prophecy than in anything else.
This had been their unceasing recreation, and no third person
could possibly follow the curious path which they had hewn
for themselves through this jungle of symbols. But, more
and more, my Father persuaded himself that I, too, was
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